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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 

126  London  Road, 

Boston,  Lines. 

Telephone  ; 3271. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District 
Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Bowden  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  for  1966  which  gives  the  details  of  the  working  of  the 
Health  Department  in  all  its  aspects  throughout  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict. 

The  estimated  home  population  in  the  Registrar’s  Mid-Year 
Estimate  for  1966  was  22,800  which  is  an  increase  of  70  com- 
pared with  1965.  The  corresponding  figure  10  years  ago  was 
21,870.  The  natural  increase,  namely  the  number  of  births 
minus  the  deaths  was  103. 

There  were  330  births  during  the  year,  22  of  these  being 
illegitimate.  The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  14.5  and  this  figure, 
multiplied  by  the  Correction  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General,  to  enable  comparisons  to  be  made  with  all  other  areas 
gave  a Corrected  figure  of  14.4.  This  is  lower  than  the  Birth 
Rate  in  1965  and  considerably  lower  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales,  namely  17.7.  This  is  a normal  finding  in  the  Rural 
District  where  the  Birth  Rate  is  usually  much  lower  than  the 
National  figure. 

There  were  only  3 Still  Births  during  1966.  This  is  half  the 
figure  for  1965.  This  gave  a Still  Birth  Rate  of  only  9.0,  the 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  being  15.3. 

There  were  6 infant  deaths  during  the  year,  one  more  than 
in  1965.  3 of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  4 weeks  of  life  and 
were  probably  associated  with  conditions  arising  during  preg- 
nancy. The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Rural  District  was 
18.2  which  is  lower  than  the  National  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  of  18.9. 
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Perinatal  Mortality  which  is  a combination  of  Still  Births 
and  Deaths  during  the  first  week  of  life  was  18.0.  This  is  very 
much  lower  than  the  National  figure  of  26.3.  Still  we  are  deal- 
ing here  with  very  small  numbers  which  does  affect  the  final 
figures. 

During  1966  there  were  227  deaths,  10  fewer  than  in  1965. 
This  gave  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  10.0  and  a Corrected  Death 
Rate  of  10.6.  This  compared  very  favourably  with  the  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  which  was  11.7. 

About  16%  of  all  the  deaths  were  due  to  Malignant  diseases. 
Last  year  the  figure  was  21.5%.  There  were  7 cases  of  Cancer 
of  the  Lung,  3 fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  Heart  and  Cir- 
culatory diseases  in  all  forms  accounted  for  118  deaths  which 
is  more  than  50%  of  the  total.  This  was  very  similar  to  the 
position  in  1965.  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  between  them 
accounted  for  27  deaths.  There  were  9 deaths  from  motor  and 
other  accidents  and  4 deaths  from  suicide. 

The  only  infectious  disease  which  caused  any  concern  dur- 
ing the  year  was  Dysentery  when  there  were  30  notified  cases. 
Each  of  the  cases  were  visited  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in 
Lincoln.  The  school  children  were  excluded  from  school  until 
symptom  free.  The  most  prevalent  infection  during  the  year 
was  Chicken  Pox  with  170  notified  cases,  followed  by  Measles 
with  52.  There  were  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  15  of  Pneu- 
monia. For  the  8th  successive  year  there  were  no  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  but  one  tends  to  expect  this  now  with  the  con- 
tinued high  rate  of  immunisation  which  of  course  must  be 
maintained  in  order  to  achieve  this  state  of  affairs.  The  figures 
for  immunisation  in  the  Rural  District  as  far  as  pre-school  and 
school  children  were  concerned  were  extremely  high  and  one 
hopes  that  they  will  remain  so  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  number  of  new  Council  dwellings  completed  during 
1966  was  38,  compared  with  44  the  previous  year.  The  number 
of  private  enterprise  houses,  however,  increased  during  1966 
to  113  compared  with  106  the  previous  year.  The  combined 
total  of  new  houses  was  151,  one  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  During  the  year  261  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
Housing  Improvement  Grant  work.  In  all,  64  grants  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Council.  In  addition  60  Council  houses  were 
improved. 
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Sewerage  schemes  in  parts  of  the  Rural  District  continued, 
namely  in  Swineshead  where  the  sewers  and  sewage  disposal 
works  were  completed  and  in  Amber  Hill  where  a small  plant 
to  serve  22  properties  was  commenced.  Schemes  for  sewering 
parts  of  Sutterton  and  Wigtoft  were  prepared  by  the  Consult- 
ing Engineers.  As  a result  of  the  economic  situation  the  Wyber- 
ton  Scheme  was  temporarily  deferred  for  a short  time  but  the 
position  in  that  part  of  the  district  is  very  bad  and  will  have  to 
proceed  in  the  near  future. 

Further  details  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal,  Meat  In- 
spection and  Food  Hygiene  etc.,  are  given  later  in  the  Report. 

As  far  as  the  general  Vital  Statistics  are  concerned,  it  can 
be  said  that  during  1966  the  Rural  District  compared  very 
favourably  with  the  National  figures  for  England  and  Wales. 
In  conclusion  1966  was  a most  satisfactory  year  for  the  Depart- 
ment, and  all  the  staff  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  cus- 
tomary high  standards.  I should  also  like  to  thank  Mr. 
Popplewell  for  his  assistance  in  preparing  this  report. 

I should  also  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  in  all  aspects 
of  our  work  and  duties,  and  to  the  Council  for  their  support  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staff  co-operate 
in  many  ways  with  the  Health  Department  and  I should  also 
like  to  acknowledge  their  assistance. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Bowden  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  HIRD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1967. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  84,398 

Home  Population  (Registrar-General’s  Mid- 

Year  estimate  for  1966)  22,800 

Number  of  dwellings  on  rate  book 7,666 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  .27 

Number  of  rated  dwellings  per  acre .091 

Average  number  of  persons  per  square  mile  ...  173 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate £1,800 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1966  £455,960 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  social  conditions  of  the  district  have  remained  un- 
changed during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  151  157  308 

Illegitimate  13  9 22 


Total  Live  Births  164  166  330 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  (crude) 14.5 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  (adjusted)  14.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  6.7% 
Still  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate - 1 1 

Illegitimate  1 1 2 


Total  Still  Births  1 2 3 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  9.0 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  165  168  333 

Infant  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate 1 3 4 

Illegitimate  2 - 2 

Total 3 3 6 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 18.2 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  13.0 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  90.9 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate 1 1 2 

Illegitimate  1 - 1 

Total 2 1 3 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  9.1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate 1 1 2 

Illegitimate  1 - 1 

Total 2 1 3 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  9.1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Male  Female  Total 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  under 

1 week  3 3 6 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births  18.0 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion) 1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births  3.0 

Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

All  causes 115  112  227 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude)  ...  10.0 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (adjusted)  ...  10.6 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  the  following  comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics  both  the 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  given  together  with  the  rates 
after  adjustment  by  the  Comparability  Factors.  These  factors 
have  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  are  intended 
to  afford  a means  of  adjustment  to  allow  for  the  differing  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas.  Con- 
sequently, the  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  enable  a more 
accurate  comparison  to  be  made  with  the  corresponding  rates 
in  other  areas. 
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It  is  also  emphasised  that  undue  significance  should  not 
be  attached  to  rates  which  are  based  on  very  small  numbers 
(e.g.  infant  mortality)  and  that  a comparison  of  such  rates 
with  those  in  other  areas,  or  with  earlier  years  may  have  little 
statistical  significance. 

POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population 
for  the  mid-year,  22,800,  shows  a slight  increase  over  the  figure 
for  the  previous  year  which  was  22,730.  The  number  of  births 
for  the  year  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  103. 

BIRTHS  ; 

There  were  330  births  in  the  Rural  District  during  1966. 
This  was  18  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  total  was 
made  up  of  164  males  and  166  females.  The  Crude  Birth  Rate 
was  14.5  whilst  the  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  was  14.4.  This  was 
lower  than  the  figures  for  1965.  The  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  17.7.  There  were  22  illegitimate  births,  8 more  than 
in  1965.  The  illegitimate  births  per  cent,  of  live  births  was 
over  62  which  was  higher  than  the  figure  of  4%  for  the  previous 
year. 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

There  were  only  3 Still  Births,  3 less  than  in  1965.  The  Still 
Birth  Rate  was  9.0  which  was  considerably  less  than  the  figure 
of  England  and  Wales  which  was  15.3. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

There  was  1 death  from  this  cause  in  1966.  This  is  the  first 
one  from  this  cause  for  several  years. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  6 Infant  deaths  during  the  year,  one  more  than 
in  the  previous  year.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  18.2  com- 
pared with  18.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  : 

This  comprises  the  combination  of  Still  Births  and  Deaths 
of  Infants  under  1 week.  During  the  year  this  numbered  6 
which  gave  a Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Rural  District  of 
18.0.  The  National  figure  was  26.3. 
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Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 
in  Boston  Rural  District,  1952-1966. 


Year 

No.  of 
Births 

Crude 

Birth 

Rates 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rates 

Infant 

Mor- 

tality 

Rates 

Average  5 Years 

Birth 

Rates 

Death 

Rates 

Infant 

Mor- 

tality 

Rates 

1952 

356 

17.2 

201 

9.7 

22.5 

1953 

375 

17.7 

226 

10.7 

16.0 

1954 

403 

18.9 

212 

9.9 

22.3 

17.1 

10.2 

23.3 

1955 

356 

16.5 

228 

10.6 

25.3 

1956 

329 

15.0 

224 

10.2 

30.4 

1957 

366 

16.6 

252 

11.4 

24.6 

1958 

372 

16.8 

186 

8.4 

13.4 

1959 

297 

13.3 

206 

9.2 

30.3 

- 15.5 

9.4 

20.5 

1960 

362 

16.1 

208 

9.3 

22.1 

1961 

327 

14.6 

195 

8.7 

12.2 

1962 

326 

14.4 

227 

10.0 

21.5 

1963 

366 

16.1 

239 

10.5 

13.7 

1964 

351 

15.4 

220 

9.7 

11.4 

• 15.1 

10.1 

15.8 

1965 

348 

15.3 

237 

10.4 

14.4 

1966 

330 

14.5 

227 

10.0 

18.2 

DEATHS : 

There  were  227  deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  Rural  District. 
This  was  10  fewer  than  in  1965.  The  resulting  Crude  Death 
Rate  was  10.0  and  the  Corrected  Death  Rate  was  10.6. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1966. 

No.  Cause  of  Death  Males  Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  

4.  Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough  

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
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No. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Cause  of  Death 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

Diabetes  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  deflned  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males  Females 
13  7 


2 

18 

16 

15 

6 

1 

6 

9 

1 


2 

22 

13 

3 

16 

9 

1 

11 

1 


11 

4 

1 

2 


1 

10 

1 

3 

2 


ALL  CAUSES  115  112 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 

Facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Lincoln,  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  water 
and  ice  cream. 

The  laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health 
and  Hygiene,  London,  continue  to  carry  out  chemical  examin- 
ations of  water  samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland 
County  Council  through  the  Ambulance  and  Transport  De- 
partment. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE  SERVICES  : 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Holland  County 
Council. 
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TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  : 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  provision 
and  administration  of  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  is  dele- 
gated to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  and  similar  complaints  is  carried 
out  at  Ferry  House  Clinic,  London  Road,  Boston,  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

The  home  nursing  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

HOSPITALS  : 

All  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  Boston 
Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Details  of  the  facilities  available  in  Boston  and  District  are 
as  follows  : — 

Boston  General  Hospital — Acute  General. 

London  Road  Hospital,  Boston — General,  Orthopaedic  and 
Traumatic  Surgery  and  Ophthalmic. 

White  House  Hospital,  Fishtoft — Infectious  and  Chest 
Diseases. 

Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston — Medical  and  Maternity. 
Woodlands  Court,  Kirton — Aged  Sick. 

Freiston  Hall  Children’s  Hospital — Sick  Children. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47— REMO- 
VAL TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN 
NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION  : 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  and  confirmed  during  the  year  and  the  num- 
bers admitted  to  hospital. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year,  1966. 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Chicken  Pox 

170 

170 

Nil 

Dysentery  

30 

30 

3 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  

3 

3 

Nil 

Measles  

52 

52 

Nil 

Pneumonia  

15 

15 

1 

Scabies  

5 

5 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  

19 

19 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

12 

12 

NU 

Chicken  Pox  was  the  most  prevalent  of  all  the  infectious 
diseases  with  170  notified  cases  and  Measles  followed  with  52 
cases.  The  30  notified  cases  of  Dysentery  was  the  highest  num- 
ber for  3 years.  Each  notified  case  was  visited  by  a Public 
Health  Inspector  and  the  family  advised  on  hygienic  measures 
to  try  and  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  3 cases  of  Infective 
Hepatitis,  which  became  notifiable  in  the  Rural  District  in  1965, 
were  notified  and  all  investigated. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  130 
visits  in  connection  with  the  investigation  and  control  of  infec- 
tious disease. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  1957—1966. 


Disease 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Chicken  Pox 

170 

133 

170 

124 

460 

96 

133 

206 

123 

81 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

30 

— 

4 

243 

16 

5 

14 

79 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

Enteric  or 
typhoid  fever 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

3 

1 

2 

14 

3 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

— 

5 

1 

3 

5 

7 

8 

3 

►Infective  Hepatitis 

3 

Malaria 

(contracted  abroad) 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

52 

641 

108 

347 

172 

564 

15 

395 

14 

905 

Meningococcal 

infection 

_ 



— 

2 

— 

_ 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Paratyphoid  fever  . . 

10 

21 

Pneumonia 

15 

9 

7 

1 1 

6 

9 

14 

14 

Poliomyelitis  : 

Paralytic 

5 

Non-Paralytic 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Scabies 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

18 

12 

1 

7 

48 

59 

14 

14 

18 

Smallpox 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

29 

85 

7 

3 

63 

15 

4 

32 

97 

* Not  notifiable  before  1965. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
Table  I. 


Males 

Females 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Total 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on 
Register  at  beginning 
of  year  

46 

7 

45 

8 

106 

(b)  Number  of  cases  noti- 
fied for  first  time  in 
year  

3 

_ 

1 

4 

(c)  Number  of  cases  re- 
stored to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  Register  other  than 
by  formal  notification 

3 

3 

(e)  Number  of  cases  re- 
moved from  Register 
during  the  year  

4 

1 

1 

6 

(f)  Number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  Register  on 
31st  December,  1966  ... 

45 

7 

47 

8 

107 

SUMMARY  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
REGISTER  1957—1966. 

Table  II. 


Cases  on  Register 

Notifications 

each  year 

Deaths 

Year 

Pul. 

Non- 

Total 

Pul. 

Non- 

Total 

Pul. 

Non- 

Total 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Pul. 

1957 

98 

12 

no 

8 

2 

10 

1 



1 

1958 

91 

15 

106 

7 

5 

12 

1 

— 

1 

1959 

96 

15 

111 

14 

— 

14 

2 

— 

2 

1960 

102 

15 

117 

10 

1 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1961 

102 

14 

116 

5 

— 

5 

2 

— 

2 

1962 

97 

15 

112 

6 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

93 

16 

109 

9 

2 

11 

— 

1 

1 

1964 

89 

16 

105 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1965 

91 

15 

106 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1966 

92 

15 

107 

6 

1 

7 

4 

4 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Cases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the 
control  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest,  Chest  Physician,  South  Lincoln- 
shire Area. 


12 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and 
deaths  occurring  during  the  year. 


Age 

Groups 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratorj' 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 







1—5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES  : 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons  requiring  treatment 
are  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council,  the  cost  of  such 
treatments  in  respect  of  persons  other  than  school  children 
being  charged  to  the  District  Council.  Should  medical  prac- 
titioners request  treatment  for  patients,  details  of  notifications 
are  immediately  passed  to  the  County  Council  thus  ensuring 
that  infected  persons  receive  early  treatment. 

During  the  year  5 cases  of  Scabies  were  notified  in  the 
District,  and  in  each  case  treatment  was  provided  by  the  family 
doctor. 

IMMUNISATION  ; 

All  immunisation  work  within  the  District  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Holland  County  Council.  Below  are  given 
details  of  the  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  : 


Diphtheria  : 

Under  1 year 168 

1 and  under  5 years  171 

5-14  years  9 

348 

Number  of  Booster  Injections  668 

Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  : 

Under  5 years  Nil 

Combined  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Tetanus  : 

Under  5 years  339 
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The  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
in  relation  to  the  child  population  is  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 year 53.5% 

The  immunisation  of  children  continued  as  in  previous 
years  and  compared  very  favourably  with  past  figures.  Both 
the  number  of  primary  and  “ booster  ” injections  increased 
compared  with  1965. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX  ; 

Primary  Vaccinations  : 


Under  1 year  

85 

1 year  

100 

2-4  years  

25 

5-14  years  

17 

15  years  and  over  

17 

244 

vaccinations  : 

1 year  

Nil 

2-4  years  

1 

5-14  years  

4 

15  years  and  over  

3 

8 


The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  increased  by  56  to  244 
during  1966  whilst  the  re -vaccinations  showed  a very  slight  in- 
crease too.  The  number  of  re -vaccinations  is  usually  small 
unless  there  is  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  the  country. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS  : 


The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Health  Department. 

Position  at  31st  December, 

1966. 

Percentage 

Pre-School  Ages  : 

Born  in 

Vaccinated 

1966 

27.0 

1965 

89.4 

1964 

88.0 

1963 

100.0 

1962 

94.4 

School  Age  Groups  : 

1961 

94.8 

1960 

91.9 

1959 

96.2 

1958 

91.1 

1957 

92.6 
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Born  in 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

1956 

...  98.1 

1955 

...  89.3 

1954 

...  89.5 

1953 

...  97.3 

1952 

...  92.9 

1951 

...  98.2 

1950 

...  95.5 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Cameron  Stobie,  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  for  the  fol- 
lowing report  on  the  Rural  Water  Supply. 

The  general  trend  of  increased  water  demand  is  again  evi- 
denced in  the  figures  presented  in  this  report. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  the  Sutterton  re- 
pumping  station  from  the  Bourne  and  Pinchbeck  sources  for 
the  12  months  ended  December  31st,  1966  was  474,744,000  gal- 
lons which  represents  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of 
29,057,000  gallons  or  6.5%. 

The  proportion  of  this  supply  passed  on  to  the  East  Lin- 
colnshire Water  Board  through  bulk  supply  meters  near  Boston 
was  198,637,000  gallons  which  represents  a decrease  on  the  pre- 
vious year  of  6,334,000  gallons  or  3.09%. 

The  net  quantity  supplied  to  the  two  areas  for  1965  and 
1966  was  as  follows  ; — 

Boston  Rural  District  East  Lines.  Water  Board 

1965  240,971,000  galls.  204,716,000  galls. 

1966  276,107,000  galls.  198,637,000  galls. 

A programme  of  regular  sampling  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  analyses  is  in  operation  and  the  results  have  been 
completely  satisfactory.  Chlorination  apparatus  is  installed  at 
all  sources  of  supply.  The  number  of  samples  of  raw  and  chlor- 
inated water  submitted  for  analyses  was  208. 

A number  also  of  samples  were  taken  from  distribution 
mains  within  the  area  of  the  Boston  rural  district  for  bacterio- 
logical analyses  and  the  results  were  satisfactory.  All  new 
mains  are  sterilised  and  samples  of  water  analysed  before  these 
are  put  into  service. 

There  is  no  tendency  in  the  water  from  either  source  to- 
wards plumbo- solvent  action. 

The  chemical  analyses  shows  the  fluoride  content  to  be 
less  than  0.1  p.p.m.  at  Bourne  and  0.4  p.p.m.  at  Pinchbeck. 
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During  the  year  under  review  the  length  and  sizes  of  new 
mains  laid  in  the  various  parishes  within  the  rural  district  are 
indicated  hereunder. 


Parish 

2" 

3" 

4" 

6" 

Total 

Yards 

Bicker  

— 

107 

— 

— 

107 

Fishtoft  

— 

687 

327 

700 

1,714 

Frampton  

— 

— 

110 

— 

110 

Kirton  

— 

— 

142 

114 

256 

Wyberton  

110 

— 

82 

— 

192 

110 

794 

661 

814 

2,379 

The  total  number  of  domestic  properties  supplied  is  7,280 
which  as  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  7,221  is  an 
increase  of  59. 


The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  respective 
parishes  for  the  years  1965  and  1966  and  the  variation  in  each 
parish. 


Parish 

1965 

1966 

Variation 

Algarkirk 

181 

179 

-2 

Amber  Hill 

144 

143 

-1 

Bicker  

270 

270 

Benington 

185 

185 

Brothertoft 

139 

140 

+ 1 

Butterwick 

199 

199 

Fishtoft  

441 

448 

+ 7 

Frampton 

452 

461 

+ 9 

Freiston  

406 

404 

-2 

Fosdyke  

167 

171 

+ 4 

Harts  Grounds  i 
Pelhams  Land  | 
Kirton  

26 

1,133 

26 

1,128 

-5 

Leverton 

245 

245 

16 


Parish 

1965 

1966 

Variation 

Old  Leake  

...  532 

533 

+ 1 

Sutterton  

406 

410 

+ 4 

Swineshead  

617 

629 

+ 12 

Wigtoft  

183 

182 

-1 

Wrangle 

486 

486 

Wyberton  

995 

1,027 

+ 32 

Outside  Area  

14 

14 

7,221 

7,280 

+ 59 

Water  Analysis. 

123  samples  of  water 

drawn  from 

the  mains 

at  various 

points  in  the  District  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  and  2 samples  were  submitted  to 
The  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  for  chemical 
analysis.  The  results  showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
ON  THE  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

HOUSING. 


Slum  Clearance. 

Action  continued  during  the  year  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses.  These  are  usually  found  in  the  outer  rural  areas  and 
often  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
when  occupiers  of  such  property  apply  for  re-housing  on  the 
grounds  of  the  unfitness  of  the  accommodation  they  occupy. 
No  clearance  areas  were  represented  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  current  position  relative  to 


action  taken  : — 

Unfit  dwellings  demolished  since  1st  January,  1956  ...  230 

Dwellings  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  but  not  yet 

demolished  22 

Dwellings  subject  to  Closing  Orders,  not  demolished  34 

Dwellings  subject  to  Undertakings  not  to  re-let  for 

human  habitation  60 

Overcrowding. 


No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during  1966. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Every  encouragement  is  given  to  property  owners  who 
wish  to  improve  their  houses  with  the  aid  of  a discretionary  or 
standard  grant,  and  this  together  with  the  Council’s  house 
building  programme,  and  development  of  new  properties  by 
private  individuals  continues  to  show  a steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  houses  in  the  District  with  modern  amenities. 

The  figures  for  new  housing  development  in  the  area  are 
shown  under  the  summary  of  new  dwellings  completed  during 
1966. 

During  the  year  64  formal  applications  for  improvement 
grants  were  received,  55  in  respect  of  standard  grants,  and  9 
discretionary  grants  ; all  of  which  were  approved.  The  num- 
ber of  visits  to  properties  in  connection  with  this  work  was 
approximately  261. 

The  amount  approved  for  payment  in  respect  of  standard 
grants  during  1966  was  £10,425,  an  average  of  £189  10s.  lOd.  per 
house  improved.  The  amount  approved  for  payment  in  respect 
of  discretionary  grants  was  £3,238  5s.  lid.,  an  average  of 
£359  16s.  2d.  per  house  improved. 
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In  the  case  of  standard  grants,  the  amenities  provided 
were  : — 

Fixed  Bath  55 

Shower  — 

Wash  Hand  Basin  54 

Hot  Water  Supply  55 

Water  Closet  (Internal)  52 

Food  Store  16 

A steady  stream  of  applications  for  improvement  grants 
continues  to  be  received.  The  Council  also  continued  to  im- 
prove their  own  houses  under  the  Act  and  during  the  year  60 
houses  were  improved.  The  amenities  provided  were  : bath- 
rooms, wash  hand  basins,  hot  water  supplies,  internal  water 
closets.  Connection  of  drainage  to  the  public  sewer  was  made 
in  some  instances  and  in  others  new  drainage  to  septic  tanks 
provided.  ^ 

A total  of  124  houses  were  improved  under  the  Act. 

Summary  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  1966. 

Council  Houses.  Algarkirk  2 

Brothertoft 2 

Fishtoft  20 

Fosdyke  4 

Swineshead 10 


38 

Private  enterprise  houses  113 


151 

Remedy  of  Housing  Defects. 

Informal  Notices  7 

Statutory  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  Nil 
Statutory  Notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 

Section  9 Nil 

Action  under  Sections  16  and  17,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Demolition  Orders  made 14 

Closing  Orders  made  3 

Undertakings  not  to  re-let  accepted 1 

Dwellings  demolished  19 

Undertakings  cancelled  following  repairs  2 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  following  repairs 1 

Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders 

substituted  1 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

In  last  year’s  Annual  Report  reference  was  made  to  plan- 
ning approval  and  issuing  of  a site  licence  in  respect  of  a site 
for  36  caravans  on  land  at  Frampton  Fen  for  use  from  1st  April 
to  30th  September  in  any  year.  Conditions  were  attached  to 
the  planning  consent  and  the  site  licence  which  were  not  com- 
plied with,  and  it  was  necessary  after  repeated  warnings  for 
court  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Authority.  The  licensee  was  convicted  and  a fine  imposed.  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  the  action  taken  had  the  desired  effect 
and  there  has  been  no  further  cause  for  complaint.  All  these 
necessary  works  were  carried  out  and  the  site  has  since  been 
maintained  in  excellent  condition,  providing  a useful  amenity 
for  holiday  makers  coming  to  the  area. 

During  the  year  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  licensed  sites  in  respect  of  single  caravans.  The  site  for  20 
caravans  still  continues  at  Wyberton,  as  does  the  site  for  3 
caravans  at  Swineshead.  Neither  of  these  sites  have  given  any 
serious  cause  for  complaint.  The  number  of  site  licences  at 
the  end  of  1966  was  70  all  told,  mostly  in  respect  of  single  cara- 
vans. 

The  Department  still  receives  complaints  in  connection 
with  caravans  which  suddenly  appear  on  unlicensed  land,  often 
in  public  house  yards  or  lay-bys.  These  caravans,  which  are 
often  in  excellent  condition  and  well  fitted  out,  are  normally 
occupied  by  itinerant  traders  who  come  into  the  area  during  the 
early  spring  and  remain  for  up  to  three  or  four  months.  Their 
main  base  is  usually  in  one  of  the  larger  cities  where  they  re- 
main during  the  winter.  As  soon  as  the  weather  improves, 
however,  they  enter  the  area  visiting  householders  to  sell  their 
wares.  One  of  the  principal  occupations  of  these  people  is  on 
contract  work  on  laying  asphalt  or  footpaths  or  selling  gates 
of  various  types.  My  Department  has  to  deal  with  this  prob- 
lem year  after  year,  and  all  we  are  able  to  do  is  to  inform  the 
occupier  of  the  land  on  which  the  caravan  is  sited  that  an 
offence  is  being  committed.  The  caravans  are  then  moved  off, 
often  appearing  on  another  unlicensed  site  still  within  the  area. 
The  same  process  is  then  repeated. 

I feel  that  this  is  not  the  answer  to  the  problem  and  con- 
sider that  a suitable  licensed  site  or  sites  should  be  made  avail- 
able for  these  caravans,  where  they  could  remain  for  short 
periods  under  proper  supervision. 

If  the  local  authority  do  not  wish  to  provide  a suitable  site 
themselves  then  a solution  might  be  found  in  giving  planning 
permission  and  a seasonal  site  licence  to  suitable  private  appli- 
cants. I have  in  mind  that  the  yards  of  certain  public  house 
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premises  in  the  area  might  be  suitable  if  the  landlord  wished 
to  apply.  This  is  a problem  which  must  be  solved  if  we  are  to 
prevent  complaints  from  ratepayers. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  policy  of  providing  main  drainage  to  as  many  villages 
in  the  Council’s  area  as  possible  has  continued. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1966  was  as  follows  : — 


Number 

Number  not 

Parish 

Connected. 

Connected 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

777 

39 

Wyberton  

830 

13 

Fishtoft  

962 

29 

Leverton  

98 

4 

Freiston  

134 

15 

Old  Leake  

107 

8 

Butterwick  

136 

40 

Sewering  in  parts  of  the  parish  of  Swineshead  and  the 
provision  of  a new  sewage  disposal  works  was  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  A number  of  applications  for  permission 
to  connect  to  the  sewer  have  already  been  received  indicating 
the  urgent  necessity  for  main  drainage  in  the  area. 

The  Council’s  consulting  engineers  have  prepared  a fur- 
ther scheme  for  sewering  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Sutterton  and 
Wigtoft.  This  scheme  provides  for  the  laying  of  considerable 
lengths  of  sewers,  a number  of  pumping  stations,  and  rising 
mains.  Sewage  will  be  discharged  and  treated  at  a new  sewage 
disposal  works  sited  in  the  parish  of  Wigtoft.  The  total  num- 
ber of  properties  affected  is  388,  and  the  scheme  is  estimated  to 
cost  £262,000.  It  is  hoped  that  formal  approval  to  proceed  will 
be  granted  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Wyberton  scheme  referred  to  in  last  year’s  Annual 
Report  has  still  not  proceeded,  being  deferred  as  a result  of  the 
economic  “ freeze  ”.  However,  serious  complaints  of  drainage 
difficulty  and  public  health  nuisance  are  continuously  being 
received  in  my  Department.  The  dykes  in  the  area  are  foul 
and  resemble  crude  elongated  sewage  settling  tanks.  There  is 
very  little  that  can  be  done  to  effect  any  improvement  other 
than  the  provision  of  main  drainage,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Council  approved  the  scheme  in  1964  I consider  that 
most  urgent  representations  should  be  made  to  the  appropriate 
Government  department  asking  for  authority  to  proceed  with 
the  work.  The  scheme  involves  the  laying  of  considerable 
lengths  of  sewers,  pumping  stations,  rising  mains,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  a new  sewage  disposal  works.  The  cost  is  estimated 
at  approximately  £100,000  and  involves  98  properties  plus  a 
caravan  site  for  20  caravans. 
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The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a small  scale  treatment 
works  to  serve  22  properties  in  the  parish  of  Amber  Hill  was 
commenced  during  the  year,  and  completion  is  anticipated  early 
in  1967.  For  many  years  the  residents  in  the  area  have  been 
obliged  to  put  up  with  overflowing  cesspools  and  offensive 
smell.  A great  deal  of  time  and  money  is  being  expended  on 
frequent  emptying  of  the  cesspools  in  an  attempt  to  relieve  the 
situation.  With  the  completion  of  this  scheme  early  in  1967 
considerable  relief  will  be  given  to  all  concerned. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  vegetable  processing  factory 
in  Butterwick,  which  has  given  concern  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  regarding  their  waste  disposal  for  many  years,  has 
at  long  last  been  able  to  connect  to  the  Council’s  sewers.  Dif- 
ficulties are  being  met  with  at  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  the 
moment,  but  it  is  hoped  this  is  only  temporary  and  the  prob- 
lem will  be  satisfactorily  resolved. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

This  service  continues  to  provide  a regular  weekly  collec- 
tion to  practically  the  whole  of  the  District  and  requires  the 
use  of  five  fore  and  aft  tipping  vehicles.  The  vehicles  used 
have  diesel  engines  and  four  are  fitted  with  refuse  compression 
gear. 

In  addition  one  diesel  engined  vehicle  is  held  in  reserve  in 
case  of  breakdown  of  one  of  the  regular  service  vehicles,  and 
is  also  used  for  special  “ jobs  ”,  collecting  trade  and  other  refuse. 

I have  commented  in  my  previous  Annual  Reports  on  the 
changing  nature  of  the  refuse  with  greatly  increased  volume  as 
against  weight.  This  position  continues  to  affect  the  economic 
loading  of  the  present  vehicles  in  that  they  are  filled  more 
rapidly  than  was  the  case  six  or  eight  years  ago.  In  addition 
to  this  factor,  new  building  continues  and  these  premises  also 
require  the  collection  service.  During  1966  the  central  tip  at 
Wyberton  came  into  operation  entailing  longer  hauls  than 
hitherto.  This  has  meant  reorganisation  of  the  collection 
rounds  to  reduce  the  number  of  journeys  to  the  tip  for  disposal 
of  refuse  to  an  absolute  minimum.  All  this  adds  up  to  the  need 
to  ensure  that  the  present  vehicles  are  gradually  replaced  with 
ones  capable  of  carrying  a bigger  pay  load,  and  spending  more 
time  on  collections  rather  than  travelling  to  tips.  This  points 
to  the  use  of  larger  vehicles  with  more  efficient  compression 
gear  such  as  the  “ Pakamatic  ” or  similar  type  of  vehicle. 

The  refuse  collection  service  has  operated  with  very  few 
complaints,  and  again  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  to  all 
the  employees  engaged  on  this  arduous  task  which  they  carry 
out  in  an  efficient  and  pleasant  manner. 
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As  referred  to  above  the  new  central  tip  at  Slippery  Gowt 
Farm,  Wyberton,  was  brought  into  use  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  All  preparatory  work  was  completed  and  partial  tipping 
was  commenced  in  January,  followed  by  full  scale  tipping  from 
all  the  Council’s  District  in  May.  The  area,  approximately  three 
acres,  selected  for  tipping  was  first  cleared  of  approximately 
twelve  inches  of  top  soil.  This  was  stacked  and  will  be  used  for 
covering  material. 

The  Weatherill  12  HB  mechanical  loading  shovel  has 
proved  to  be  invaluable,  indeed  tipping  operations  as  carried 
out  could  not  have  been  done  without  this  mechanical  aid.  Since 
tipping  commenced  this  machine  has  levelled  and  consolidated 
the  tipped  refuse  into  a space  one  third  less  than  that  pre- 
viously required.  Sleeper  roadways  have  been  practically  dis- 
pensed with  except  in  extremely  bad  weather  and  the  refuse 
vehicles  are  able  to  run  on  the  tipped  refuse  resulting  in  even 
greater  compaction. 

One  of  the  most  striking  features  on  the  tip  is  the  almost 
complete  absence  of  flies  and  vermin. 

The  Department  are  now  experimenting  with  the  use  of 
semi -dried  sewage  sludge  as  a covering  material  and  results 
so  far  have  been  encouraging.  This  material  is  proving  most 
useful,  and  the  smell  is  almost  negligible  and  soon  disappears 
altogether.  Apart  from  its  usefulness  on  the  tip,  it  is  provid- 
ing a satisfactory  outlet  for  disposal  of  this  difficult  waste  from 
the  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works. 

The  following  table  gives  detailed  information  in  respect 
of  the  numbers  and  types  of  vehicles  used  and  work  done,  the 
second  table  shows  costs  of  the  service. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Round  No. 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Vehicle  No. 

LDO  55 

VDO  646 

YJL  771 

RDO  838 

MDO  664 

Purchased 

1957 

1962 

1964 

1960 

1958 

Capacity — cu. 
yds. 

25 

25 

25 

25 

10.5 

Engine  Type 

Diesel 

Diesel 

Diesel 

Diesel 

Diesel 

Average  miles 
per  gall. 

10 

CO 

7i 

H 

lOi 

Average  miles 
per  week 

210 

174 

135 

185 

210 

No.  of  men  in 
team 

2 

4 

5 

3 

2 

Refuse  bins  on 
round 

1278 

2008 

2686 

1250 

874 

Average  bins  per 
man  per  day 

130 

100 

107 

83 

109 
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1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Estimated  cost  of 
Refuse  Collection 
Service 

£24,296 

£21,983 

£19,372 

£18,300 

Cost  of  emptying  per 
bin 

60/0d. 

55/3d. 

49/6d. 

47/2d. 

Cost  per  bin  per 
collection 

l/2d. 

1/ld. 

lljd. 

lid. 

Average  period 
between  emptyings 

7 days 

7 days 

7 days 

7 days 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

This  service  continued  to  be  carried  out  using  two  S.  & D. 
1100  gallon  cesspool  vehicles,  a third  vehicle  is  held  in  reserve 
in  case  of  breakdown  of  either  a pail  or  cesspool  emptying 
vehicle  in  order  that  the  service  can  be  maintained. 

Cesspool  effluent  is  still  disposed  of  at  the  Frampton 
sewage  disposal  works.  This  method  of  disposal  is  likely  to 
continue,  as  the  scheme  referred  to  in  the  1965  Report  relative 
to  pumping  direct  to  the  sea  via  a pipeline  has  now  been  de- 
ferred indefinitely.  An  alternative  scheme  for  treatment  of 
cesspool  effluent  at  the  Frampton  sewage  disposal  works  is  un- 
der investigation  and  likely  to  be  considered  during  1967. 

Despite  the  sewering  of  the  centres  of  the  main  villages 
in  the  District,  which  is  continuing,  it  should  be  appreciated 
that  when  all  sewering  has  been  completed  there  will  still  be 
approximately  35%  of  houses  left  which  will  always  have  to 
rely  on  cesspool  drainage.  I consider  it  is  essential  that 
this  part  of  the  District’s  population  should  have  the  best  pos- 
sible service.  It  is  known  that  the  present  arrangements  for 
disposal  of  cesspool  effluent  at  the  sewage  disposal  works  have 
caused,  from  time  to  time,  difficulties  with  the  final  effluent. 
If  these  difficulties  should  lead  to  any  restriction  in  the  quan- 
tity of  cesspool  effluent  being  disposed  of,  then  I consider  there 
is  a strong  case  for  expenditure  of  a substantial  amount  of  capi- 
tal to  provide  a special  treatment  plant  for  cesspool  effluent. 

The  two  vehicles  engaged  on  this  service  are  at  times  hard 
pressed,  particularly  during  the  late  winter  and  spring,  result- 
ing in  delays  in  the  service.  Some  relief  could  be  given  if,  in- 
stead of  the  present  one  disposal  point  on  the  south  side  of  the 
District,  a second  disposal  point  were  established  on  the  north 
side,  possibly  at  Fishtoft  sewage  disposal  works.  This  would 
reduce  travelling  time,  leaving  more  time  to  be  spent  on  actual 
emptying. 
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CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Vehicle  No 

RJL  542 

BJL  573  C 

Purchased  

1961 

1965 

Capacity  

1100  galls. 

1100  galls. 

Engine  Type  

Diesel 

Diesel 

Average  miles  per 
gallon  

10 

13 

Number  of  men  in 
team  

2 

2 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Premises  given  free 
service  

1696 

1757 

1700 

1832 

Chargeable  emptyings 

534 

598 

575 

506 

Vaults  emptied — 
chargeable  

36 

34 

32 

40 

1000  gallon  loads  re- 
moved from  cess- 
pools, vaults,  etc.  ... 

2067 

2022 

1892 

2057 

Vehicle  loads  from 
sewers  awaiting  con- 
nection to  Disposal 
Works  

344 

220 

Vehicle  loads  removed 
from  Housing  Estate 
Sewage  Plants 

327 

323 

250 

195 

Estimated  total  expenditure  of  the  Cesspool  Emptying  Ser- 
vice in  1966 — £5,320. 

Estimated  income  from  chargeable  work — £1,490. 
Estimated  net  cost  of  the  Service — £3,830. 


SANITARY  PAIL  EMPTYING. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  as  a result  of  efforts  made  over 
the  past  few  years  the  number  of  premises  with  pails  requiring 
the  service  has  been  reduced  substantially,  leaving  675  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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Because  of  the  reduction  achieved,  the  pail  emptying  ser- 
vice was  reviewed  in  October  and  this  service  is  now  carried 
out  using  one  vehicle  only,  giving  a weekly  service.  The  con- 
sequences of  this  were  that  an  older  vehicle  was  dispensed  with 
altogether  effecting  a saving  in  manpower  and  transport  costs. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports  the  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  pails  is  largely  due  to  modernisation  of  both  Council  and 
private  property  with  the  aid  of  grants,  another  proof  of  the 
value  of  such  grants.  Further  reductions  will  obviously  be 
slower  than  in  previous  years,  but  is  is  hoped  that  eventually 
this  type  of  insanitary  toilet  accommodation  will  disappear 
altogether. 

Pail  contents  continue  to  be  disposed  of  at  Frampton 
sewage  disposal  works 

PAIL  EMPTYING  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Vehicle  No 

OJL  988 

Purchased  

1960 

Capacity  

1000  galls. 

Engine  Type 

Diesel 

Average  miles  per  gall 

12 

Average  miles  per  round  .... 

250 

No.  of  men  in  team  

2 

No.  of  pails  on  round 

675 

Average  pails  per  man 
per  day  

68 

1966 

1965 

1964 

19S3 

Estimated  cost  of  Pail 
Emptying  Service  

£3,734 

£4,650 

£4,150 

£3,750 

Cost  of  emptying  per  pail  . .. 

110/8d. 

116/- 

92/3d. 

71/6d. 

Cost  per  pail  per  collection 

l/9d. 

l/9d. 

l/5d. 

1/ld. 
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SALVAGE. 

Collection  of  waste  paper,  cardboard,  etc.,  has  continued  in 
conjunction  with  collection  of  house  refuse,  the  total  tonnage 
collected  shows  a small  reduction  over  the  previous  year 
although  the  income  is  slightly  increased  due  to  better  prices 
received. 

Paper  sacks  previously  collected  as  salvage  are  mainly 
being  disposed  of  privately,  and  in  any  case  the  number  has 
been  reduced  considerably  by  the  use  of  polythene  sacks. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  regarding  disposal,  the  Coun- 
cil having  a contract  with  a firm  of  paper  merchants. 

Details  of  materials  sold  during  1966  are  as  follows  : — 


Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Cardboard  

...  26 

15 

0 

270 

1 

9 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

...  131 

3 

3 

1063 

12 

3 

Textiles  

6 

12 

2 

107 

17 

11 

Metals  

18 

0 

13 

0 

0 

165 

9 

1 

1454 

11 

11 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 


Regular  inspections  of  premises  governed  by  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  have  been  made  during  the  year. 


No.  of 
premises 

No.  fitted  to 
comply  with 
Regulation  16 

No.  to  which 
Regulation  19 
applies 

No.  Com- 
plying with 
Regulation  1 9 

Bakehouses  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Bakery  Transfer  Depots 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fish  Shops  

10 

10 

10 

10 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

56 

56 

56 

56 

Premises  selling  wrapped 
sweets  and  ice  cream  only 

10 

10 

_ 

Egg  Packing  Stations 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cafes  

4 

4 

4 

4 

Factory  Canteens  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers  Shops 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Butchery  Factories  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Licensed  Clubs  

8 

8 

8 

8 

Public  Houses  

49 

49 

49 

49 

Hotels  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Slaughterhouses  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Butter  Factories  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  Depot  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Game  Store  

1 

1 

1 

1 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


There  are  six  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  where 
animals  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption.  Slaughtering 
takes  place  on  every  weekday.  The  quantity  killed  on  some 
of  the  days  is  very  small,  the  main  slaughtering  days  are  Mon- 
day and  Wednesday. 

Last  year  extracts  setting  out  relevant  provisions  of  the 
Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958  were  enclosed 
with  slaughtermen’s  licences,  this  was  followed  up  by  a 
vigorous  campaign  on  hygiene.  Generally  this  resulted  in  a 
better  standard  of  hygiene  being  maintained,  but  I consider  that 
all  young  apprentice  slaughtermen  should  be  required  to  take 
a special  course  in  hygiene  as  part  of  their  training,  and  licences 
to  slaughter  should  not  be  issued  unless  evidence  can  be  pro- 
duced that  such  a course  has  been  taken.  The  same  should 
apply  to  all  persons  seeking  a licence  for  the  first  time.  In  my 
opinion  this  would  eliminate,  to  some  extent,  the  necessity  for 
public  health  inspectors  to  repeatedly  have  to  draw  slaughter- 
men’s attention  to  faulty  hygienic  practices. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Rural 
District  for  human  consumption  continued  to  be  maintained. 
Work  outside  normal  hours  was  necessary,  although  at  the 
present  time  it  is  kept  within  bounds  due  to  the  reasonable  co- 
operation of  the  butchers. 

The  Council  continued  their  policy  of  not  imposing  charges 
for  meat  inspection  during  the  year. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  details  of  the  service  car- 
ried out.  There  is  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected  compared  to  the  previous  year.  There 
is  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs  found  showing  evi- 
dence of  localised  tuberculosis.  The  number  of  beef  carcases 
found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercosis  dropped  by  some  50%. 
The  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  generally  was  excellent. 

Meat  inspection  figures  for  1966  are  given  in  the  table  below  ; — 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (as 
notified)  

1285 

4 

4090 

6179 

Number  inspected  • 

1285 

— 

4 

4090 

6179 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

218 

63 

1051 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

16.96% 

1.54% 

17.01% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

152 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

— 

_ 

_ 

2.46% 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

12 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrig- 
eration   

11 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned— 3 tons  19  cwts.  1 st.  0|  lbs. 


INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  suitably  disposed  of  : — 

6 X 4 Ib  tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 

11  X 6 Ib.  tins  Pressed  Ox  Tongue  Meat. 

14  Ducks  weighing  total  of  61  lbs.  6 oz. 

9 lbs.  1 oz.  Danish  Bacon. 

10  lbs.  11  oz.  Cooked  Ham. 

1 X 6 lb.  tins  Corned  Beef. 

6 X 5 lb.  14  oz.  Solid  Pack  Apple. 

3 lbs.  Frankfurters. 
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In  last  year’s  Report  I referred  to  the  greater  need  for  more 
care  to  be  exercised  by  retailers  relative  to  stock  rotation  and 
satisfactory  temperature  control  storage  of  food.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  some  of  the  larger  manufacturers  are  now  offering 
more  advice  to  their  customers  relative  to  this  problem,  and 
there  appears  to  be  better  co-operation  between  manufacturers, 
retailers,  and  the  Public  Health  Department  to  the  benefit  of  all 
concerned. 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  relative  to  a pur- 
ple discolouration  of  potato  crisps  purchased  from  a retailer 
within  the  District.  A number  of  packets  of  crisps  had  been 
purchased  from  the  same  retailer,  and  on  examination  of  his 
stock  other  packets  were  found  to  be  similarly  affected.  The 
stock  was  immediately  withdrawn  from  sale,  the  manufac- 
turers notified  and  the  public  analyst  contacted.  It  transpired 
that  trouble  does  occasionally  arise  with  purple  discolouration 
in  potato  crisps  due  to  the  presence  of  a natural  pigment, 
“ anthocyanin  ”,  this  appears  to  be  produced  in  a small  percen- 
tage of  potatoes  when  the  tuber  is  exposed  to  sunlight  whilst 
still  being  attached  to  the  parent  plant.  Farmers  should  be 
encouraged  to  earth  up  the  potatoes  to  minimise  this.  Heavy 
rain  during  the  late  summer  of  1966  also  made  this  a bad  year 
for  potatoes  for  crisp  making.  There  is  no  danger  to  public 
health  in  eating  these  crisps,  but  the  manufacturers  take  strict 
precautions  to  ensure  such  crisps  are  not  sent  out  to  retailers 
as  they  are  not  considered  desirable,  but  occasionally  a few 
packets  may  slip  through  the  inspection  line  and  show  more 
signs  of  discolouration  after  leaving  the  factory. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT. 

Re-inspections  in  respect  of  premises  registered  earlier  and 
registrations  received  during  1966  were  carried  out,  details  are 
as  follows  : — 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of  premises 
regisered  during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  regis- 
tered premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion during  the 
year 

Offices 

2 

41 

19 

Retail  Shops  

1 

46 

40 

Wholesale  shops,  ware- 

houses  

— 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 

1 

canteens  

— 

4 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 
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Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 

Workplace. 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

126 

Retail  Shops 

132 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

11 

public  

9 

Canteens  

— 

Fuel  Storage  depots  

— 

TOTAL  ... 

278 

Total  Males 

168 

Total  Females 

110 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises — 61. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

Routine  inspections  in  respect  of  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
were  carried  out  involving  77  visits  to  premises.  Only  one 
contravention  of  note  was  found  relating  to  storage  of  petro- 
leum mixtures. 

The  Council’s  Petroleum  Officers  attended  meetings  of  the 
West  Midland  Petroleum  Administration  Group,  and  received 
valuable  information  from  the  quarterly  bulletins  issued  by 
them,  particularly  regarding  possible  changes  in  storage  con- 
ditions. 

Number  of  licensed  premises  for  storage  : 

Petroleum  Spirit 217 

Petroleum  Mixtures  6 

Carbide  of  Calcium  2 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  business  only  comes  under  this  heading,  a licensed 
Knacker’s  Yard  where  animal  matter  is  processed.  Frequent 
inspections  have  been  made  and  the  premises  are  maintained 
in  a reasonable  condition  considering  the  type  of  business  car- 
ried on.  New  premises  with  modern  equipment  are  in  course 
of  construction. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  duties  of  rodent  control  are  carried  out  by  the  Clean- 
sing Services  Foreman.  Treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats 
and  mice  at  business  premises  is  chargeable.  Treatment  at 
private  dwellings  is  undertaken  without  charge. 
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INSECT  PEST  CONTROL. 

All  Council  controlled  refuse  tips  are  treated  regularly 
with  insecticides  to  discourage  fly  breeding.  Wasps  nests  were 
destroyed  without  charge  when  they  constituted  a nuisance  to 
householders. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1966  for  the  Rural  District  of  Boston  in  the  County 

of  Holland  (Lines.) 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

10 

1 

nil 

nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

81 

11 

3 

nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total 

91 

12 

3 

nil 
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2._Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Inadequate  ventila- 
tion (S.4)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7)  

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

nil 

1 

1 

nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   

2 

nil 

1 

1 

nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  outwork)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total 

3 

nil 

2 

2 

nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111.) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section  1 10 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

NIL  OUTWORKERS. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  CARRIED  OUT 
BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS,  ADDITIONAL  TO 
THOSE  MENTIONED  ELSEWHERE  IN  THIS  REPORT. 


Housing  Acts 338 

Improvement  Grants  319 

Caravan  Sites 120 

Stables  and  Piggeries  10 

Nuisances  277 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  130 

Drainage 428 

Dyke  Pollution  and  Overflowing  Cesspools  ...  73 

Insect  Pests  38 

Control  of  Refuse  Tips  293 

Public  Cleansing  Services  18 

Slaughterhouses  23 

Food  Premises  132 

Ice-cream  Sampling  121 

Meat  Inspection  2014 

Petroleum  Storage 77 

Miscellaneous  65 
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